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1776. OAN THE STATES MAINTAIN INDEPENDENCE? 93 


depth of their passions had not been fathomed: they will 
long shun an open battle-ground; every thicket will be an 
ambuseade of partisans; every stone wall a hiding-place for 
sharpshooters; every swamp a fortress; the boundless woods 
an impracticable barrier ; the farmer’s house a garrison. A 
country over which they may march in victory wil rise up in 
their rear. Not is harder than to beat down a people who 
are resolved never to yield; and the English were unfit for 
the task, for in abridging the liberties of their colonies they 
were at war with their own. 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































attempted to stem the opinion of Paris in favor of America, 
‘The strength of the cabinet layin Vergennes. He secured 
the unfailing good-will of his sovereign by recognising no 
authority of either clergy, or nobility, or third cstate, but only 
of the monarch, whom all the three were to obey. Nor did he 
for a moment forgot the respect duo to Mauropas as his supe- 
rior, 0 that he never excited a jealousy of rivalship. He had 


ance Spain would follow France into the war with England; 
and in hia eyes the interests of that branch of the houso of 
Bourbon took precedence over those of the United States. 

Seago a alpen nef 
friend to the new republic: Necker fayored neutrality ; and, 
though he was a Swiss by birth, his liberalism did not go be- 
yond admiration of the British constitution of that day, 
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1780. WAR IN THE SOUTH. CORNWALLIS AND GATES, 381 


Cencitetan i a ee ee ema 
sentenced to death for desertion and treason. Proposals of 
those who offered to raise provincial corps were accepted ; 
and men of the provines, void of honor and compassion, ro- 
ceived commissions, gathered about them profligate ruffiana, 
and roamed through the state, indulging in rapine, and ready 
to put patriots to death as outlaws. Cornwallis never re- 
garded a deserter, or any one whom a court-martial sen- 
tenced to death, as a subject of mercy. A quartermaster of 
‘Turleton’s legion entered the house of Samuel Wyly near 
Camden, and, because he had served as a volunteer in the de- 
fence of Charleston, cut him in pieces. The Presbyterians 
supported the cause of independence; and indeed the Ameri- 
ean revolution was but the application of the principles of the 
reformation to civil government, Ono Huck, a captain of 
British militia, fired the library and dwelling-house of the 
clergyman at Williams's plantation in the upper part of South 
Carolina, and burned every Bible into which the Scottish 
translation of the paalms was bound. Under the immediate 
eyo of Cornwallis, the prisoners who had capitulated in Charles. 
hiediripbeagnpsyraeesiagaorlan 5 macro 
woaldasdusm thels aria bo tie ot lace ee 

ics and shopkeepers could not collect their dues, except after 
promises of loyalty. 

Lord Rawdon, who had the very important command on 
the Santee, raged equally against deserters from his Irish 
regiment and against the inhabitants. To Rugely, at that 
time a major of militia in the British service and an aspirant for 
higher promotion, he on the first of July addressed the sever+ 
est orders for securing straggling soldiers, adding : “1 will give 
the inhabitants ten guineas for the head of any deserter belong- 
ing to the volunteers of Ireland, and five gnineas only if they 
bring him in alive.” 

The chain of posts for holding South Onrolina consisted 
of Georgetown, Charleston, Beaufort, and Savannah on the 
ea; Augusta, Ninety-Six, and Camden in the interior, Of 
these, Camden was the key betweon the North and South; and, 
by a smaller post at Rocky Mount, it kept up a communica- 
tion with Ninety-Six. 
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890 AMERICA IN ALLIANCE WITH FRANOE. zp. rv. ; om. xxv. 


that the British were on the opposite side of the river, and in 
possession of boata and the ford. On the eighteenth he ad- 
vanced only eight miles; and on the north bank of Fishing 
ereek, at bright mid-day, his troops stacked their arms; some 
took repose ; some went to the river to bathe; some strolled in 
search of supplies; and Sumter himself fell fast asleep in the 
shade of a wagon. In this state a party under Tarleton cut 
them off from their arms and put them to rout, taking two or 
three hundred of them captive, and recovering the British 
prisoners and wagons. On the twentieth Sumter rode into 
Charlotte alone, without hat or saddle. 
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488 THE AMERIOAN REVOLUTION. EP. V.; CH. 


to Boston. He commanded the van in the struggle through 
the wilderness to Canada. Thrice he Jed a forlorn hope be- 
fore Quebec. To him belongs the chief glory of the first great 
engagement with Burgoyne’s army, and he shared in all that 
followed till the surrender; and now he had won at the Cow- 
pens the most astonishing victory of the war. He took with 
him into retirement the praises of all the army and of the 
chief civil representatives of the country. 













































































































































































































































































1782. PEAOE BETWEEN AMERIOA AND GREAT BRITAIN. 581 


respects, the best in the world, they had no general govern- 
ment; and, as they went forth upon untried paths, the states. 
men of Europe looked to see the confederacy fly into frag- 
ments, or lapse into anarchy. But, notwithstanding the want 
of a government for the collective inhabitants of the thirteen 
states, their miitual inter-citizenship and perpetual union made 
them one people, to whom their hopefulness and creative 
power gave the sure promise of a more perfect union. 


END OF VOLUME Vv. 











